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WET MOUNTAIN FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
July 9th, 2025

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Wet Mountain Fire Protection District was called to order at 5:32 p.m. by President Jessica Faggiano. Jessica Faggiano, Paul Young, Shannon Byerly, Chris McKellip and Roger Squire (Board Members), were present. Also in attendance were Chief Coleman, Battalion Chief Tillotson, District Clerk Teri Munson, and firefighter Bob Flanders. 

The pledge was led by Chris McKellip.

There was no public comment. 

Jessica Faggiano motioned to amend the agenda to include reading of Bid Notices under Grants. Paul Young seconded the motion, motion carried.

Paul Young motioned to approve the Consent Agenda, Shannon Byerly seconded the motion, motion carried.

Shannon Byerly motioned to approve the July 3rd-9th, 2025 Treasurer’s report, Paul Young seconded the motion, motion carried.

Chief’s Report: The board reviewed Chief Coleman’s written report. Chief Coleman also addressed the following items
· The setback variance that was sent to the Board of County Commissioners was approved
· The hospital district will order and supply the medical supplies we are now required to have on hand for calls.
· Chief Coleman asked if WMFPD could provide Fire Extinguishers to the Sheriff’s Office. After a discussion, Chief was advised to talk to Sheriff Smith for an inventory of extinguishers and to have them serviced before purchasing new extinguishers.

Clerk’s Report:  the board reviewed the Clerk’s report. 

Old Business:
A. Membership: No report
B. Grants Update: Black Hills will set up a time to meet at the station with Chief Coleman to take photos for their grant award press release. Bid Notices will be read at 7pm per the published bid notice.  
C. Fire Restrictions: Chief Coleman and Sheriff Smith met today to discuss restrictions. No restrictions at this time and they will revisit next week after this weekend’s anticipated moisture.
D. EMS Liaison Job Description: Paul Young motioned to approve the job description, Roger Squire seconded the motion, motion carried.
E. Chief Pension Plan: Eric Benson, from the attorney’s office was on leave until this week. Conversation tabled, as he will provide an updated pension memo for the August board meeting.
F. Pension Board Discussion: Teri Munson updated the board on the answers she received from SDA and FPPA. It was agreed that further clarification was needed and to reach out to Dino Ross.

Recess: 6:18pm
Back in Session: 6:32pm

New Business:
A. E911 Report: no report
B. Firearms: Sheriff Smith joined the meeting for this discussion amongst the board and Chief Coleman. The discussion was brought back to the board after the June 14th, 2025 incident in town, and then the incident in Idaho over the weekend. The conversation focused on input from the county attorney, the departments attorney and insurance. The weapons, lock boxes and training would be provided by the Sheriff’s office. Sheriff Smith will send the SO policies regarding firearms to Teri Munson to forward onto the board for review. Teri Munson will also reach out to other departments who have polices as well. Shannon Byerly stated Chief needs to discuss this with Battalion Chiefs and their comfort level since the conversation involves arming all Chief vehicles.
C. Department Paid Position for 2026: Teri Munson and Chief Coleman refreshed this conversation from earlier in the year with the new board members. The board scheduled a special meeting for Tuesday, August 19th at 5:30pm to further discuss the position. 
D. Bid Notices for Generator Project: the board received 2 bids for the generator installation, no other bids received. The two bids were as follows:
a. Wet Mountain Custom Electric for $74,000.00
b. JLH Electric out of La Junta for $60,200.00
After much discussion, Paul Young motioned to accept the bid from Wet Mountain Custom Electric in the amount of $74,000.00. Though this was the higher bid, the board was more familiar with the companies work, took into consideration that it was a local company in the event service was needed, provided a more detailed quote as far as what was included in the install, and had far better online reviews. Shannon Byerly seconded the motion, motion carried.
E. Banking Institution: the board asked Teri Munson to reach out to UBB and Kirkpatrick to have a comparison sheet for the August board meeting.
F. Security Company: Teri Munson and Chief Coleman expressed to the board the frustration with the current fire monitoring company. The board approved looking into other companies and providing a quote for the August meeting. Ideally, the new company would also include security monitoring as well. 

Jessica Faggiano motioned to adjourn at 8:02pm, Chris McKellip seconded the motion, motion carried. 
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